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APPENDIX G

Equality Impact Assessment

 

Rochdale Council Boroughwide Car Parking Stragey

Function Strategy Policy Project Other, please specify below

X

Service:

Neighbourhoods

Section: 

Highways

Responsible Officer:

Andrew Storey

Head of Highways and Projects

Name of function/strategy/ policy/ project assessed:

Rochdale Councils Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy

Date of Assessment: 24th April 2017

Officers Involved:

Chris Woods

Alan Webster
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1.What is the purpose of the function/strategy/policy/project assessed?

Rochdale Borough Councils Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy sets out how the council will seek to support 
residents and visitors to the Borough wanting to park a vehicle for the duration of their visit. 

It aims to identify key priorities and outcomes and mitigate future demand. The strategy ensures that 
objectives and outcomes are aligned to and support wider corporate aims of improving place and prosperity.

2.Who are the key stakeholders?

Elected members

The wider community

Shops and Businesses

3. What is the scope of this equality impact assessment? That is, what is included in this 
assessment.  

Car parking provision across the Borough can affect how successful or prosperous the Borough can be. 

The Highways Service has undertaken a review of Car Parking across the Borough. It has taken into 
account survey data collected on car parks in the Borough in December 2016. The Highways Service has 
identified some key areas to for car parking in the Borough;

 It has identifies emerging and potential challenges from development and private sector provision
 It has made recommendations and has a delivery plan that will help manage expectations for future 

demand of car parking

4.Which needs is this function/strategy/ policy/ project designed to meet?

The strategy ensures that the Council has identified key needs and challenges and a delivery plan that sets 
out how it intends to support car parking across the Borough. 

The aims and objectives within it are designed to:
 address the quantity and location of car parks 
 deal effectively with tariffs and quality of information,
 provide sufficient temporary car parking where required due to development
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 ensure that appropriate parking is available for disabled/blue badge holders 
 to contribute to wider corporate aims to enable people to improve place and prosperity
 to support people to contribute to the wider community.

5.Has a needs analysis been undertaken?

A review of car parking in the Borough was undertaken by the Highways Services using surveys ordered 
through Transport for Greater Manchester. The surveys identified how much parking provision there is 
currently in the Borough and an assessment of how much parking will be required in the future following 
major developments. In addition, the Highways Service has taken into account broader corporate aims and 
strategies including the Place and Prosperity themes.

6.Who is affected by this function/strategy/ policy/ project?

The wider community and potential prosperity of the Borough can be adversely affected by the impact of not 
having appropriate space to park private vehicles on services and communities.

7.Who has been involved in the review or development of this function/strategy/ policy/ project and 
who has been consulted?  State your consultation/involvement methodology.

The Highway Service has initiated this strategy as part of the wider regeneration on-going in the Borough 
which includes representatives from key stakeholders and partner agencies.

Progress and development of the strategic review has been reported regularly to the Rochdale Town Centre 
Programme Board. The Highways Service is overseen by the portfolio holder for Neighbourhoods.

Consultation/Involvement methodology 

The recently completed strategy now needs to be consulted on with a wide range of statutory services, 
voluntary sector organisations and representatives of the service users. The draft strategy has been shared 
with colleagues within the Highways Service including Parking, Traffic Management and Projects as well as 
members of the Town Centre Programme Board.

It is proposed that Highways  will consult with the same services, organisations and groups including

Stakeholders, service providers, elected members and the wider community. We will also undertake public 
consultation through the Council’s web site. Feedback will be sought from all members and Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.                 

8.What data have you considered for this assessment and have any gaps in the data been identified.  
What action will be taken to close any data gaps?

Data includes 
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• Survey data collected from monitoring car parks over a 7 day period

• Shared information

Although we have good information in relation to car parking in the Borough the strategy has identified that 
we need to get a better understanding  of the car parking needs of residents and visitors in/to the Borough. 

9.Are there any other documents or strategies which are linked to this assessment? If so, please 
include hyperlinks to these documents below, where available.

N/A

10.What impact will this function/strategy/policy/project have on all the protected groups?  This 
includes both positive and potentially negative impacts.

Race Equality 

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Disabled People

Provision for disabled people or people that hold a blue badge for parking will have access to priority parking 
across the Borough.

Disabled people are already prioritised in local and national guidance for parking standards with extra wide 
bays and a percentage of parking dedicated to disabled people.

Carers

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Gender

The population of Rochdale Borough as a whole is evenly split between males and females according to the 
Census 2011 data. It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not 
adversely impact on this group. 

Age

The strategy is not age specific but seeks to ensure that services are accessible to household and 
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individuals of all ages. It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would 
not adversely impact on this group. 

Armed Forces and Ex-Armed Forces Personnel

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Sexual Orientation

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Gender Reassignment

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Religion or Belief

Census results show that 18% of the population consider themselves to have ‘no religion’ as opposed to 
10% in 2001. Christians have reduced in number by 11.5% and Muslims increased by 4.5%. Other religious 
groups have remained relatively stable. 

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Pregnant Women or Those on Maternity Leave

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
on this group. 

Marriage or Civil Partnership

The Census figures show that the % of people being married in Rochdale has remained stable at around 
44% between 2001 and 2011 with 293 people entering into a civil partnership which equates to 0.2% of the 
population.  The largest increase is amongst single (never married) which grew by 6% to 35% of the 
population. 

It is considered that the proposals within the Boroughwide car parking strategy would not adversely impact 
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on this group. 

11.What are your main conclusions from this analysis?

The strategy recognises that any household within the Borough may want access to car parking either for 
business, shopping or leisure. It is therefore important that the Council has a strategy that is specific in 
seeking to tackle exclusions, improve accessibility and assessment, and enable individuals to achieve 
sustained outcomes that included improved health, wellbeing and life chances.  

The proposals within the Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy are designed specifically to address the needs 
of the people living in the Borough and those visiting. 

12.What are your recommendations?

That wider consultation should be carried out on the Strategy to ensure that best outcomes are achieved for 
People and Prosperity.

13.What actions are you going to take to address the findings of this assessment?  Please attach an 
action plan including details of designated officers responsible for completing these actions.

The Strategy will be reviewed following wider consultation and it will be reviewed once major regeneration or 
new developments have taken place across the Borough.

Signed (Completing Officer):___________________ Date:_____________

Signed (Head of Service): ____________________ Date:_____________
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Equality Impact Assessment Action Plan 2017/18

Action Outcome Target Date For 
Completion

Resource 
Implications

Lead Officer

Work with private sector operators 
to help meet the demands of traders 
and businesses.

To identify whether the needs of 
residents, businesses and visitors 
are being met as part of the 
strategy. 

March 2018 To be done within existing 
resources

Sheila Jackson

Use the Greater Manchester Spatial 
Framework as a basis for providing 
increased parking across the 
Borough 

To increase parking provision in the 
Borough

March 2018 To be done within existing 
resources

Sheila Jackson

Adopt a parking tariff structure in 
each council owned car park that:

 reflects local 
circumstances

 encourages appropriate 
turn-over of spaces in 
relation to location

contributes to the cost of 
enforcement and provision while 
remaining competitive with local 
private operator tariffs

To ensure that parking is accessible 
to all

November 2018 To be done within existing 
resources

Sheila Jackson


